
 
 
 
NST3HP 
Natural Sciences Tripos Part III: History and Philosophy of Science 
 

 
 

Questions released at 12noon on Wednesday 11 March 2026 
Answers to be submitted by 12noon on Wednesday 18 March 2026 

 

 
 
 
Before you begin, read these instructions carefully: 
 
Students should answer two questions from the following list of 14 
questions. 
 
The two essays should be submitted by 12noon on 18 March by being 
uploaded to the HPS Part III Coursework site on Moodle. 
 
The question number, title and word count should be stated on the first page 
of each essay. 

 
  



NST Part III History and Philosophy of Science 
Set essays 

Answer any two questions. Answers should not exceed 2,500 words each. 

1. How could pluralism be helpful to the progress of science? 

2. What is “seriality” and how has it shaped knowledge? 

3. Are the functions of a scientific instrument influenced by the location in 
which it is used? 

4. What experimental results would provide definitive evidence of causal 
reasoning in animals? 

5. Is the argument from inductive risk about what scientists accept or what 
they assert? Is this a distinction which makes a difference? 

6. “The value of global environmental assessments lies in their capacity to 
forge consensus on environmental science.” Do you agree, or does the 
value of these assessments lie elsewhere? 

7. “Some [historical] disease conditions certainly appear to have been entirely 
ephemeral and period-specific. But this should not mean, for example, 
denying that smallpox appears to have had a consistent character over 
many centuries, even though there were shifts in the way it was interpreted” 
(Margaret Pelling, 1998). Do you agree with Pelling, and why or why not? 

8. What came first: race or racism? 

9. What can the history of the climate sciences tell us about the relations 
between scalar work across science and politics? (You might want to 
consider colonial, Cold War and perhaps more recent episodes to explore 
this question.) 

10. What role, if any, does affordance perception play in perpetuating social 
injustice? 



11. How did print function as a social technology in the production and 
consolidation of natural knowledge? 

12. What, in your view, was the most important event in the twentieth-century 
history of international and global health, and why? 

13. Is the direction of time the kind of thing that could be non-fundamental? 

14. Discuss three kinds of actors beyond scientists who participated in the 
collecting of humans (and their remains and biosamples). What does their 
participation show us? 

END OF PAPER 


