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Before you begin, read these instructions carefully: 
 
Students should answer two questions from the following list of 14 
questions. 
 
The two essays should be submitted by 12noon on 19 March by being 
uploaded to the HPS Part III Coursework site on Moodle. 
 
The question number, title and word count should be stated on the first page 
of each essay. 

 
  



NST Part III History and Philosophy of Science 
Set essays 

Answer any two questions. Answers should not exceed 2,500 words each. 

1. Is scientific realism compatible with pluralism? 

2. What role did climatic considerations play in the history of European 
conceptions of race from the eighteenth to the nineteenth centuries? 

3. What does the history of publishing formats like the “scientific journal” reveal 
about the global circulations and multiple publics of scientific knowledge? 

4. Is behaviour alone sufficient to determine the cognitive capacity of an 
organism? 

5. Is biomedical research becoming less reliant on animal models? 

6. When, if ever, must randomised controlled trials be required as evidence for 
causal claims? 

7. Are there good reasons to believe that we perceive affordances for action? 

8. How have arrangements in developmental series shaped knowledge of the 
modern world? 

9. Is the evidence gathered from case studies more or less objective when 
compared to statistical evidence of the same phenomena? Discuss with 
reference to research on gender and race. 

10. “South Asia … was a site for the production of certified knowledges which 
would not have come into being but for the intercultural encounter between 
South Asian and European intellectual and material practices that took 
place here.” (Kapil Raj, Relocating Modern Science, 2007). Do you agree? 

11. “Some diseases are more socially constructed than others.” Assess this 
claim with reference to at least two historical examples. 

12. What does the history of climate show about the necessity and difficulty of 
“seeing across scales”? 

13. Could the universe run backwards in time? 

14. What can histories of collecting humans and their data, biosamples, and 
remains teach us about our own knowledge making? 

END OF PAPER 


