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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. Science and medicine in Europe and South Asia before 1800 shared similarities as well as
important differences. Do you agree?

2. What was the role of commerce in building early modern natural knowledge?

3. “Experiments served a different purpose in the early modern world than they do today.”
Discuss.

SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

10.

11.

12.

How did courts serve as sites for the making of scientific and / or medical knowledge in early
modern South Asia?

“The medical marketplace model has been stretched so far that it is now meaningless.” Discuss.
What was the relationship between mathematics and artisanal skill in early modern London?

What were the advantages and disadvantages of using imagery for early modern medical and /
or scientific authors?

Which was more important for the development of the sciences in the early modern period,
print or patronage?

Which elements of alchemical medicine persisted up to the eighteenth century?

To what extent did travel influence understandings of race and racial difference in the early
modern period?

How did informal sites of knowledge production change understandings of the natural world in
the early modern period?

How did the religious reformations of the sixteenth century change European natural
knowledge and / or practice? Answer with reference to either science or medicine.
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. Modern scientific disciplines often trace their origin to what historians have called the “Age of
Revolutions” (1765—1849). Is this a coincidence, or did the modern sciences play a constitutive
role in the political developments of this era?

2. What was the relation between the sciences of empire and technologies of imperialism in the
nineteenth century?

3. What role did indigenous actors, local natures, and / or precolonial knowledges play in the
European imperial sciences?

SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

10.

11.

12.

What does William Gooch’s career tell us about the practices of astronomy and navigation in
the years around 18007

Can you tell a history of the Cavendish Laboratory through two or three well-chosen
instruments?

Discuss the evolving historical factors that shaped the professional identity of geologists in the
nineteenth century.

What impact did breeders’ knowledge about variation and heredity have on the development of
the life sciences and their industrial applications?

What were the major changes in anthropological practices from the late eighteenth century to
the mid-twentieth century?

Did western disciplines follow similar trajectories and produce similar effects in South Asia and /
or Latin America as in Europe? Discuss with reference to at least two examples.

In what ways was the body configured as an instrument of the physical sciences in the decades
around the turn of the twentieth century?

“The more traditional and national South Asian medical traditions under British rule tried to be,
the more transnational and modern they became.” Do you agree?

How have science and technology played a role in nation-building in Latin America?
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. What kinds of science have proved most powerful and most problematic in modern medicine
and public health?

2. How have actors from socially and economically marginalised positions engaged with and / or
resisted the modern life sciences and medicine, and why does it matter?

3. How and to what extent has the laboratory culture of living things changed life beyond the
laboratory walls?

SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

10.

11.

12.

“The hospitals of post-revolutionary Paris transformed medical diagnosis and treatment.”
Assess this claim.

Why and with what consequences did nineteenth-century medicine depend on a supply of
human cadavers?

How and to what extent had laboratory science changed public health by 1914?

What happened to clinical judgement in the twentieth century?

“‘Brave New World’ is on its way” (New Scientist, 1966). Did assisted reproduction based on in
vitro fertilisation in fact usher in such a world, and what does the answer to this question reveal
about relations between medicine, science, and the state?

Why and how did biogeography become a “Big Science” in the nineteenth century?

“Cycles are visual and rhetorical devices with distinct advantages and disadvantages in grasping
the manifold phenomena of life.” Discuss in relation to the study of cyclic processes in
twentieth-century biology.

Jonathan Kahn describes race as a “biosocial construction”. Is this historically accurate, and
what difference does it make for the use of race and ethnic categories in medical research and
treatment today?

Is “Global Health” truly global? Why or why not?
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. Do different sciences have different relationships to philosophy?
2.  “The sciences are not unified by a common purpose.” Discuss.

3.  “Values play dramatically different roles in different sciences.” Discuss.

SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

4. How should economists respond to the apparent falsifications of rational choice theory?
5.  “It makes sense to equate preference satisfaction with welfare in economics.” Discuss.
6. Why, if at all, is death bad?

7.  With respect to biomedical regulation standards, should we relax them, maintain the status
quo, or increase their stringency?

8. Is your smartphone part of your mind?

9. “Physics should represent a reality in time and space, free from spooky actions at a distance.”
Discuss.

10. How, if at all, should physics be informed by metaphysics?
11. “If mental disorders are not real, then psychiatry is not a serious science.” Discuss.

12. Why is it so difficult to define what the climate is?
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. Must scientific accounts of nature be agent-neutral?
2.  What is it that gets better when science makes progress?

3.  What does it mean to have knowledge of nature that goes beyond mere observation?

SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

4. Could the world really be “nothing but structure”?

5. Are current scientific theories more likely to be true than past theories? Why?

6. Is scientific practice well characterised as a search for laws?

7. What is the biggest problem for the frequentist interpretation of probability?

8. Can science attain anything resembling unity, whether by reduction or by some other means?
9. “Agood scientific explanation is one that leads to understanding.” Discuss.

10. In what sense can logical or methodological principles be empirical?

11. Explain how pragmatism goes beyond believing whatever is convenient.

12. How can measurement produce evidence for theoretical propositions?
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the three options below:

1. Should technologies in science aim to be value-free?

2. If science is a social process, can we say that science is objective?

3.  What role should history and philosophy of science play in improving future science?
SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the nine options below:

10.

11.

12.

Which is a better account of objectivity — the “value-free ideal” or Longino’s social criticism?
“Social justice is good for population health and its fair distribution.” Discuss.
Do you agree that gender relations always matter for health outcomes?

Should we ever be prepared to dismiss the use of race in biomedicine, and if so, under what
conditions?

Does the history of science in the Communist states show that science can thrive under
authoritarianism?

Can sociology of science improve science in ways that history and philosophy cannot?
“Our collective failure on global warming has as much to do with the ways that scientists and
environmentalists have approached and presented the problem as with how their opponents

have resisted possible solutions” (Joshua Howe, 2014). Do you agree?

“In order to meet growing demand for mental health care, health providers should recommend
the use of therapy chatbots.” Discuss.

Does it make sense to say that a piece of technology is racist?
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