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This is a closed book exam.

Candidates must answer FOUR questions; they must answer one question from
Section A and three questions from Section B.

All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of text from one
answer in another answer.

You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper.
Please write your answers within the time-period.

All your answers for this paper should be submittedin one DOC, DOCX or
PDF document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question number and
the question.

Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name
anywhere in the document.



SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the two options below:

1.

Why have understandings of the relationship between the human body and
disease changed over time? Discuss with reference to at least two historical
examples.

2. Many shall travel to and fro, and knowledge will be increased’ (Francis Bacon,
frontispiece to Novum Organum, 1620). How has travel shaped science?
SECTION B

Answer three of the questions from the ten options below:

3.

10.

11.

12.

How did the philosophers and physicians of early modern Europe understand sex
difference?

How did changing concepts of ‘experience’ shape the production of natural
knowledge in the early modern period?

In 1687, Isaac Newton published his Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy
[Philosophiae naturalis principia mathematica]. How and why did the study of the
natural world become mathematical?

Before 1800, ‘[t]he half of the European population that was female was in a
position to participate in scientific culture scarcely at all’ (Steven Shapin, 1996).
What were the barriers to women’s participation in the sciences?

How did political upheaval shape the sciences in the late 18th and early 19th
centuries?

How did the setting of Victorian Britain matter to nineteenth-century efforts to
quantify the relationships between heat and work?

Why is Roderick Murchison known as the ‘King of Siluria’, and what does this
nickname suggest about geology and related sciences in nineteenth-century
Britain?

Why was eugenics so popular in the first half of the twentieth century?

How did the experience of World War Il shape the role of science in the postwar
years?

‘Extinction is a political choice: histories of extinction offer opportunities to choose
wisely’ (Sadiah Qureshi, 2025). Discuss.
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SECTION A

Answer one of the questions from the two options below:

1. In what senses, if any, is science objective?

2. Should philosophers of science tell scientists what to do?

SECTION B
Answer three of the questions from the ten options below:

3. ‘The following can be shown: considering any rule, however
“fundamental”... there are always circumstances where it is advisable not
only to ignore the rule, but to adopt its opposite’ (Paul Feyerabend, 1975).
Do you agree with this claim about scientific method?

4. Is the concept of a ‘paradigm’ useful for understanding science?

5. Science does not discover facts; it constructs them. Do you agree?

6. If the laws of physics allow closed timelike curves, then time travel is
possible. Do you agree?

7. Is space real?

8. On what grounds can we deny consciousness to an artificial system that
passes the Turing Test?

9. Is completeness the right standard for evaluating models, or is there a more
compelling alternative?

10. ‘There is much to be said for a flat-out denial that there is any such thing as
human nature’ (John Dupré, 2018). To what extent do you agree?

11. The public funds science. Therefore, the public should decide what
scientists research. Discuss.

12. Which is the best philosophical definition of disease? Defend your view.
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