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BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES NST2BBS 
 
Early Medicine 
 
This is a closed book exam. 
 
Candidates must answer three questions. 
 
All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of text 
from one answer in another answer. 
 
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this 
paper. Please write your answers within the time-period. A word limit is set of no 
more than 1,500 words per answer.  
 
All your answers for this paper should be submitted in one DOC, DOCX or PDF 
document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question number and 
the question. 
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put 
your name anywhere in the document. 



Answer THREE of the questions from the twelve options below: 
 

1. How did early modern South Asian medical authors understand disease 

causation? Answer with reference to at least two South Asian medical 

traditions. 

 

2. To what extent was dissection a religious practice in early modern Europe? 

 

3. How did the availability of newly translated texts change the landscape of 

medical knowledge in early modern Europe? 

 

4. Were relations between different types of early modern medical 

practitioner characterised principally by collaboration or by competition? 

 

5. Why did medical astrology survive even after learned physicians had 

deserted it?  

 

6. “The early modern medical world is better understood from the vantage 

point of the home than from that of the marketplace.” Discuss. 

 

7. Was there such a thing as ‘public health’ in the early modern period? 

 

8. Would a typical Galenic physician have viewed his patients as being to 

blame for their own disordered humours? 

 

9. “Alchemy offered Renaissance healers and their clients entirely new 

medical resources.” Discuss. 

 

10. Did images make medical knowledge more or less ‘accurate’ in the early 

modern period? 

 

11. Is it possible for the historian to capture the medical experiences of people 

who never learned to read or write? Answer with reference to at least two 

different types of primary source. 

 

12. How might the history of itinerant healers lead historians to rethink the role 

of experiment in early modern medicine? 
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BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES NST2BBS 
 
Modern Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 
 
This is a closed book exam.  
 
Candidates must answer three questions. 
 
All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of text 
from one answer in another answer.   
 
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this 
paper. Please write your answers within the time-period. A word limit is set of 
no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
 
All your answers for this paper should be submitted in one DOC, DOCX or PDF 
document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question number 
and the question.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put 
your name anywhere in the document.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Answer THREE of the questions from the twelve options below: 
 
 

1. Will historians always consider the emergence of the Paris hospital as 

the founding moment of modern medicine? 

 

2. How did the role and status of experiments in anatomy and physiology 

change between the eighteenth and the twentieth centuries? 

  

3. What was and what was not changed by Robert Koch’s discovery of 

the tubercle bacillus? 

  

4. How did the medical profession come to accept innovations in the later 

nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? Discuss with reference to 

antiseptic surgery AND x-rays. 

  

5. Hannah Arendt defined race-thinking as the combination of ideologies 

of social superiority and bureaucratic governance. Compare and 

contrast three examples of race-thinking in medicine. 

  

6. “The history of race and medicine is a history of measurement and 

quantification.” Do you agree? 

  

7. Account for the rising status of science-based medicine through the 

first half of the twentieth century.   

  

8. How, and with what consequences, were new medicines produced and 

tested between 1914 and 1970? 

  

9. To what extent have users shaped contraceptive technologies since 

1945? 

  

10. Has neoliberalism curtailed the powers of the medical profession?  

  

11. How did actors from colonised or politically and economically 

marginalised regions of the world shape international and global 

health? 

  

12. Is fuelling economic growth the best way to improve health in low- and 

middle-income countries? 

 
 
 

END OF PAPER 



  

  
    NST2BBS 13_3 

 
 
NATURAL SCIENCES TRIPOS PART II:  
Biological and Biomedical Sciences  
NST2BBS 13_3  Philosophy of Science and Medicine 
 
 
 
Wednesday 10th June 2026, 09:00 – 12:00 (BST)  
 
  
BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES NST2BBS 
 
Philosophy of Science and Medicine 
 
This is a closed book exam.  
 
Candidates must answer three questions. 
 
All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of 
text from one answer in another answer.   
 
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this 
paper. Please write your answers within the time-period. A word limit is set of 
no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
  
All your answers for this paper should be submitted in one DOC, DOCX or 
PDF document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question 
number and the question.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not 
put your name anywhere in the document.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



Answer THREE of the questions from the twelve options below: 

 

1. When can we safely extrapolate from biomedical studies? 

 

2. “If science is value-laden, then the concept of bias doesn't make any 

  sense.” Do you agree? 

 

3. “Generalising from studies is easy; the hard part is particularising to 

individuals.” Discuss. 

 

4. What, if anything, is wrong with leaving biomedical research to 

industry? 

 

5. If identifying causes is neither necessary nor sufficient for scientific 

explanation, should we reject the causal model of explanation? 

 

6. Are the best available explanations more likely to be true? 

 

7. Should we evaluate scientific explanatory practices by the 

understanding they produce? 

 

8. Is there a single account of explanation that applies to all scientific 

disciplines? 

 

9. Is a naturalist theory of mental disorder tenable? 

 

10. What is the strongest argument against the neurodiversity model of 

autism? Is it plausible? 

 

11. “Folk psychology is a false theory.” Discuss. 

 

12. How many selves are there in a split-brain patient? 
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Ethics of Medicine 
 
This is a closed book exam.  
 
Candidates must answer three questions. 
 
All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of text 
from one answer in another answer.   
 
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this 
paper. Please write your answers within the time-period. A word limit is set of 
no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
  
All your answers for this paper should be submitted in one DOC, DOCX or PDF 
document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question number 
and the question.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put 
your name anywhere in the document.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Answer THREE of the questions from the twelve options below:    

 

1. Should patients suffering from Body Integrity Identity Disorder be offered 

amputation on the NHS? 

 

2. In what sense, if any, do technological artefacts ‘contain’ values? 

 

3. Feminist scholars have argued that the social studies of science should 

address ‘matters of care’. Drawing on a variety of examples, explain 

what this means. 

 

4. Should parents be forced to have their children vaccinated? 

 

5. What is the best argument for making the distribution of healthcare 

responsibility-sensitive? Does it work? 

 

6. We allow physicians to hasten death by giving morphine for pain relief, 

but ban physician-assisted suicide. Is this consistent? 

 

7. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of Helen Longino’s 

account of objectivity? 

 

8. Is artificial consciousness inevitable? 

 

9. “Scientists, most frequently individualists, do not want to see the 

collective nature of thinking” (Ludwik Fleck, 1935). Do you agree? 

 

10. “There is no place for AI in mental healthcare.” Discuss. 

 

11. “Values have no legitimate role to play in the internal stages of science.” 

Explain this thought. Do you agree with it? 

 

12. Alcohol is legal; marijuana is not. Is this situation defensible? 
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Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine 
 
This is a closed book exam. 
 
Candidates must answer four questions. 
 
All questions carry equal weighting. Candidates must not reuse portions of text 
from one answer in another answer. 
 
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this 
paper. Please write your answers within the time-period. A word limit is set of no 
more than 1,500 words per answer.  
 
All your answers for this paper should be submitted in one DOC, DOCX or PDF 
document. Each answer should be clearly headed with the question number and 
the question. 
 
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put 
your name anywhere in the document. 
 

 

 

 

 



Only answer FOUR questions in total.  

SECTION A: Ethics of Medicine 

Answer at least one question from the six options below: 

 

1. Should parents be forced to have their children vaccinated? 

 

2. What is the best argument for making the distribution of healthcare 

responsibility-sensitive? Does it work? 

 

3. We allow physicians to hasten death by giving morphine for pain relief, 

but ban physician-assisted suicide. Is this consistent? 

 

4. What are the main strengths and weaknesses of Helen Longino’s 

account of objectivity? 

 

5. “Values have no legitimate role to play in the internal stages of science.” 

Explain this thought. Do you agree with it? 

 

6. Alcohol is legal; marijuana is not. Is this situation defensible? 

 

 

Only answer FOUR questions in total.  

SECTION B: Philosophy of Medicine 

Answer at least one question from the six options below: 

 

7. “Public health measures must be assessed in terms of their effects on 

health inequalities.” Do you agree? 

 

8. Should we allow patents on medical knowledge? 

 

9. Is it possible to give a naturalist account of disease? 

 

10. “Randomised Control Trials should be the gold standard for medical 

research.” Discuss. 

 

11. Are mental disorders natural kinds? Why or why not? 

 

12. Should psychiatry be free from the concept of disorder? 
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