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Candidates must answer three ques ons. 
  
All ques ons carry equal weigh ng. Candidates must not reuse por ons of text from one answer in 

another answer.   
  
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper. Please write your 
answers within the me-period. A word limit is set of no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
 
 All your answers for this paper should be submi ed in one DOC, DOCX or PDF document. Each 

answer should be clearly headed with the ques on number and the ques on.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name anywhere 

in the document. 
  



Answer three of the ques ons from the twelve op ons below:   
 

 

1. Why did early modern medical thinkers spend so much time studying the writings of “the 

ancients”? 

 

2. Why did the practice of anatomy change in Europe over the course of the early modern 

period? 
 

3. What role did money play in medical transactions in early modern Europe? 
 

4. How did early modern Europeans explain disease transmission? 
 

5. “The cordon sanitaire had less to do with ‘public health’ than it did with foreign policy.” 

Discuss with reference to two or more states. 
 

6. How did overseas trade shape medical knowledge in the early modern period? 
 

7. Who produced medical knowledge in the Atlantic and Indian Ocean worlds? 
 

8. What made university-trained physicians abandon astrology over the course of the 

seventeenth century? 
 

9. What was the attraction of chymical medicine for women healers? 
 

10. “Experiments were the main way in which lay people made medical knowledge in the early 

modern period.” Discuss. 
 

11. What knowledge did an early modern European midwife need in order to ply her trade? 
 

12. Are there any disadvantages to using either letters or diaries or both to write histories of 

medicine “from below”? 
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Thursday 12th June 2025       9:00 – 12:00 (BST)  
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Modern Medicine and Biomedical Sciences 

   
 
Candidates must answer three ques ons. 
  
All ques ons carry equal weigh ng. Candidates must not reuse por ons of text from one answer in 
another answer.   
  
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper. Please write your 
answers within the me-period. A word limit is set of no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
 
All your answers for this paper should be submi ed in one DOC, DOCX or PDF document. Each answer 
should be clearly headed with the ques on number and the ques on.  

  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name anywhere 
in the document. 
  



Answer three of the ques ons from the twelve op ons below:    
  
 
1.  “The hospitals of post-revolutionary Paris transformed medical diagnosis and treatment.” 

Assess this claim. 
 
2.  Why and with what consequences did nineteenth-century medicine depend on a supply of 

human cadavers? 
 
3. To what extent and with what effects did the audiences for nineteenth-century medicine “see 

much”?  
 
4.  How and to what extent had laboratory science changed public health by 1914? 
 
5.  What happened to clinical judgement in the twentieth century? 
 
6.  How did World War II and the Cold War shape medical science? 
 
7.  How and with what effects did biomedicine become a target of activism by patients and 

consumers? 
 
8.  Did assisted reproduction based on in vitro fertilisation prove “a one-way ticket to the Brave 

New World”, and what does the answer to this question reveal about relations between 
medicine, science, and the state? 

 
9.  What role did race play in ideas about geography, health, and labour in the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries?  
 
10.  Jonathan Kahn describes race as a “biosocial construction”. Is this historically accurate, and 

what difference does it make for the use of race and ethnic categories in medical research and 
treatment today? 

 
11.  “International and Global Health were and are humanitarian endeavours.” Do you agree? 
 
12.  Is Global Health truly global? Why or why not? 
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BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES NST2BBS 2025 
  
Philosophy of Science and Medicine 
  
  
Candidates must answer three ques ons. 
  
All ques ons carry equal weigh ng. Candidates must not reuse por ons of text from one answer in 
another answer.   
  
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper. Please write your 
answers within the me-period. A word limit is set of no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
 
All your answers for this paper should be submi ed in one DOC, DOCX or PDF document. Each answer 
should be clearly headed with the ques on number and the ques on.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name anywhere 
in the document. 
  



Answer three of the ques ons from the twelve op ons below:    
 
 
1. Why, if at all, is death bad? 
 
2. Must a condition be disvalued to qualify as a disease? 
 
3. With respect to biomedical regulation standards, should we relax them, maintain the status 

quo, or increase their stringency? 
 
4. Should biomedicine include “preventative medicine” under its umbrella? 
  
5. Does cognitive science show us that the self is an illusion? 
 
6. Is your smartphone part of your mind?   
   
7. “If mental disorders are not real, then psychiatry is not a serious science.” Discuss. 
 
8. “Mental disorders cannot be culture-bound.” Discuss.  
  
9. What concep on of laws best fits scien fic prac ce, and should that lead us to prefer that 

account?  
 
10. What are the prospects for a Humean approach to laws? 

 
11. Is the causal-mechanical account of scien fic explana on sa sfactory?  
 
12. Does the evalua on of an explana on as good or bad vary with the person receiving it? 
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Ethics of Medicine 
  
  
Candidates must answer three ques ons. 
  
All ques ons carry equal weigh ng. Candidates must not reuse por ons of text from one answer in 
another answer.   
  
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper. Please write your 
answers within the me-period. A word limit is set of no more than 1,500 words per answer. 
  
All your answers for this paper should be submi ed in one DOC, DOCX or PDF document. Each answer 
should be clearly headed with the ques on number and the ques on.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name anywhere 
in the document. 

  



Answer three of the ques ons from the twelve op ons below:    
 

 
1. Which is a be er account of objec vity – the “value-free ideal” or Longino’s social cri cism? 
 
2. “There are no epistemic reasons for promo ng social diversity in science.” Discuss. 
 
3. Would public health outcomes be improved if we eliminated iden fied vic m biases? 
 
4. “Social jus ce is good for popula on health and its fair distribu on.” Discuss. 
 
5. Do you agree that gender rela ons always ma er for health outcomes?  
 
6. Should we ever be prepared to dismiss the use of race in biomedicine, and if so, under what 

condi ons?  
 
7. Does the history of science in the Communist states show that science can thrive under 

authoritarianism?  
 
8. To what extent has the history of science as a discipline been shaped by Marxism? 
 
9. Are psychiatric categories tools of oppression? 
 
10. “In order to meet growing demand for mental health care, health providers should recommend 

the use of therapy chatbots.” Discuss. 
 
11. Does it make sense to say that a piece of technology is racist? 
 
12. “We can’t program ethical judgement into self-driving cars, therefore self-driving cars should 

not be legalised.” Discuss. 
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Candidates must answer FOUR ques ons in total; at least one from Sec on A and at least one from 
Sec on B. 

   
All ques ons carry equal weigh ng. Candidates must not reuse por ons of text from one answer in 
another answer.   
  
You have 3 hours (plus any pre-agreed individual adjustment) to answer this paper. Please write your 
answers within the me-period. A word limit is set of no more than 1,000 words per answer. 
 
All your answers for this paper should be submi ed in one DOC, DOCX or PDF document. Each answer 
should be clearly headed with the ques on number and the ques on.  
  
Put your Blind Grading Number (BGN) at the start of the document. Do not put your name anywhere 
in the document. 
  



SECTION A: Ethics of Medicine 

Answer at least one ques on from the six op ons below (four ques ons must be answered in 
total):    

 

1. Which is a be er account of objec vity – the “value-free ideal” or Longino’s social cri cism? 
 
2. “There are no epistemic reasons for promo ng social diversity in science.” Discuss. 
 
3. Would public health outcomes be improved if we eliminated iden fied vic m biases? 
 
4. “Social jus ce is good for popula on health and its fair distribu on.” Discuss. 
 
5. Do you agree that gender rela ons always ma er for health outcomes?  
 
6. Should we ever be prepared to dismiss the use of race in biomedicine, and if so, under what 

condi ons?  
 
 

 
SECTION B: Philosophy of Medicine  

Answer at least one ques on from the six op ons below (four ques ons must be answered in 
total):    

 

7. Is “culture-bound disease” a contradic on in terms? 
 

8. What role, if any, should mechanis c reasoning play in evidence-based medicine? 
 
9. Should the value-free ideal play any role in medical science? 
 
10. Do some health inequali es ma er more than others? 
   
11. In what sense, if any, are addicts responsible for their addic ve behaviours? 

 

12. What, if anything, did the Rosenhan experiment demonstrate about psychiatric prac ce? 
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